[image: ]MINUTES			SEK Museum Alliance Meeting
February 9, 2026
9:00 am – Noon

Host: Parsons Historical Museum
Parsons, Ks 

Forty-five people, representing 23 museums attended the SEK Museum Alliance quarterly meeting in Parsons, Ks.  SEK Alliance Board President Leanne Githens opened the meeting with a welcome and announcements. 

Reports:

Jolene Born gave the treasurer’s report.  We have $9,175.40 in our bank account with one outstanding check for magnets leaving us a balance of $7,809.40. and we have a $2,000 CD at Community National. She reminded everyone that 76 invoices for 2026 membership dues were mailed out the first of November and a reminder was sent the first of the year.  Currently we have 44 paid members. So, you need to pay your membership dues if you have not.  

Leanne presented the 2026 Annual Budget.  She pointed out the increase in the Programming Budget line item and discussed a bus trip to Kansas State Historical Museum. She asked for a show of hands of those who be interested in this. Overwhelming majority responded yes.  She then asked how many would be willing to pay a small fee to participate.  Again an overwhelming majority responded yes.   She stressed we would still be doing the Be Present Award, Project Grant and 1st Year Attendee at KMA award this year. 

Ray Rothgeb reminded everyone the importance of collecting attendance data for use on grant request by SEK Museum Alliance.  It is easy to submit on the SEK Alliance Web Page. Both he and Leanne pointed out that it is good information for each museum to track.   Ray announced that KMA meeting will be November 2,3 & 4th in Atchison, KS.  this year.  

Gina McBride reminded everyone to keep their emails up to date with her so that everyone is receiving Alliance information.  It doesn’t have to be one email per museum, if you want several people to get the email, she will happily add them.  


America 250:  

· ‘Moments That Made Us” – Leanne explained that for those museums who were KMA members they had access to a display “Moments” that can be used by each museum for the America 250.  She showed samples of the storyboards that can be printed and used.  

· Bingo Card  -Leanne announced we had scratched the Bingo Card idea for the America 250.  Issues and concerns from the November meeting were taken into consideration.

· Magnets -  The board had kept the idea of having magnets available at each museum promoting America 250.  These magnets were designed and an order quantity of 500 was printed.  After they were printed we found out through a KS Travel Talk, that the America 250 Logo can be used with permission  but items using that logo can not be sold.  The magnets were originally going to be sold to the museums for $1.50 and the Alliance would pay $1.50, then they could be sold in the museums for a profit.  If your interested you can pick up the magnets for free or you can make a donation of $1.50 per magnet to the Alliance and then distribute them in your museum.

· Poster Template – Leanne presented Poster Templates that could be provided to each museum to use when promoting events.  The template would give SEK Museums a common advertising theme and look for America 250.  It was explained how to use the template with your information.  

· American 250 Posters - Jolene presented what she is doing at the Osage Mission Museum.  She showed the posters that are being put in store windows around town.  

· “Kansas: is Your Destination Revolutionary?” You Tube Video Kansas Tourism Virtual Huddle Leanne presented the You Tube Video – the theme was that America 250th anniversary is more than reflecting on our past.  It’s about honoring the contributions of individuals who built this country.  “It’s about Stories.”

· Revolutionary Themes – People, Places, Revolutionary Events, Road Trips
· Authentic America – Found only in America, Firsts, Decisive Moments, Inventions
· What’s your Revoluntionary Story – Social Revolutions, Natural Resources, Innovations
· Cultural Heritage – Traveler Awareness – Food Cuisine – German Heritage

· Opportunities to promote America 250 in your community
· FIFA Tourism – June – July
· Pair with local libraries for events- colonial food - costumes
· Set up events  - civil war reinactments, movie on the square, county fairs
· Social media – post stories locally

Carol Staton lead the group in discussions of our Successes/Challenges.  We had two new museums Edna and Galena attend this quarterly meeting.  We also had two new curator’s/directors attending.

Parsons Historical Museum gave a brief talk on what their museum has been doing.  They have updated Museum signage throughout the city of Parsons.  Working on new display cabinets and are continuing the develop their Geneology area.

Next Quartlery meeting will be April 13 at Galesburg.  Still need host sites for September and November.  

Lunch was provided by Parsons Historical Museum.
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